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International news sites framing of diplomatic crises:
applying to the crisis of severing relations between
Algeria and Morocco

Abstract:

The study aimed to analyze and interpret the news performance
(quantitatively and qualitatively) of a sample of the official websites
of international Arabic news channels (the American Al-Hurra
channel, Russia El youm channel, France 24 channel) by applying to
the crisis of severing diplomatic relations between Algeria and
Morocco in the period from August 24, 2021 Until November 24,
2021. And that is by identifying the points of agreement and
differences in treatment between the study sample sites, to determine
the extent to which the political ideology of news sites reflects on the
framing of the crisis.

Results:

Each site relied on the sources that support the frameworks and ideas
that it seeks to present according to the position of the countries
owning the study sites on the crisis. These sources varied on the “Al-
Hurra” website and were issued by the self-resources of the same
site, while the reliance of the “Russia El youm” website focused on
Arab media. In particular, the Algerian ones, while France 24
relied on foreign news agencies with the highest percentage among
the study sites.

The crisis of severing diplomatic relations between Algeria and
Morocco was framed in each of the study sites according to the
interests of the state that owns it and the pillars that it is interested in
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highlighting to justify the actions of the party that adopts its theses in
the crisis. The three news sites’ handling of the crisis was
ideologically biased towards the political views of the countries
owning these sites. The “Russia El youm” website’s treatment was
characterized by a significant bias in favor of Algeria, as the site was
concerned with emphasizing Algeria’s right to this decision and the
escalating decisions that followed, considering them to be sovereign
decisions that are irreversible. In it, as well as the demonization of the
Moroccan side, while the bias of the "Al-Hurra" website in favor of
Morocco emerged and adopted theses that justified its position, while
the rhetoric of the "France 24" website fluctuated and did not adopt a
clear and explicit approach to treatment during the study period.

Keywords: diplomatic crises, international news sites, framing crises.
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