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Perceptions of opinion discourse in the Egyptian electronic
press, through the second wave of covid 19 pandemic

A comparative analytical study of Al-Ahram and Al-Youm
Al-Sabe" websites

Abstract

The study aimed to monitor, analyze, and interpret perceptions of
tackling covid 19 pandemic through opinion discourses of Egyptian
newspapers websites, by comparing the two websites of Al-Ahram Al-
Qawmia and Al-Youm Al-Sabe’ newspapers; To monitor the
similarities and differences between them while covering the
pandemic wave two , and to reveal the factors affecting the production
of crisis discourse and the contexts of tackling the crisis in the two
newspapers. The study was based on fairclaw critical analysis
approach of discourse .

The results revealed different starting points for covering and tackling
(covid -19) pandemic in the opinion discourse on the website of the
two newspapers of the study.

Al-Youm Al-Sabe’s treatment of the crisis started from a context
related to the developments of the event Where the crisis was
discussed through the medical/health context, as for the opinion
discourse in Al-Ahram newspaper, it started from the Egypt’s vision /
state's vision in managing the crisis; in which it was not parallel to the
context of the developments of events in most cases. Although the
context of the covid 19 crisis is primarily a medical and health
context, Al-Ahram’s opinion discourse dealt with it in the first ranks
as a social and political context, followed by the economic and
medical ones with a large difference.

Even when Al-Ahram's discourse dealt with the crisis through the
medical/local context, it was mixed with the political context.

The results confirmed that the fairclaw approach was achieved.
Where the influence of the authority of the social and cultural context
and discursive practice (editorial policy and the ideology of the writer)
appears on the perceptions of the journalistic discourse of the two
newspapers regarding the covid -19 crisis during its second wave .
Key words: covid -19, electronic press, Critical Discourse Analysis
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