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Journalists’ Attitude towards Journalism Laws in Egypt

and Its Reflection on Their Level of Legal Awareness
Abstract:
This study sought to identify journalists’ attitudes towards the importance of
journalistic laws and legislation regulating the profession, and how this is
reflected in the level of journalists’ legal awareness with its three components:
the cognitive component, i.e. knowledge of the laws and regulations of
journalistic work, which include the rights and duties of the journalist and
publishing rules, and the emotional component .i.e. the journalist’s attitude and
position towards journalism laws and regulations, and the behavioral component
is the journalist’s behavior during professional practice, and the cognitive and
emotional component reflects the extent of his commitment to applying laws
and legislation in journalistic work .Legal awareness includes awareness of the
articles of publishing crimes contained in the Penal Code, and the laws
regulating journalistic work that define the legal responsibilities imposed on it,
and its rights and duties ,represented in the Press and Media Regulation Law No.
180 of 2018 and the Professional Regulations Codes, which affects journalistic
performance and professional practice as a whole. In its theoretical framework,
it relied on the theory of social responsibility and the approach to professional
practice ,and relied on the questionnaire tool by applying it to a sample of
Egyptian journalists in national, party, and private press institutions. The sample
reached 200 individuals. The most important results of the study were that the
overall measure of the journalist’s attitude towards the importance of laws was
neutral, which indicates that they are not aware of the importance of laws and do
not have a positive attitude towards them, and that from the point of view of
journalists, laws and legislation came in sixth place as one of the factors
affecting professional performance due to the presence of other factors more
influential on journalistic performance. The level of legal awareness of the
journalists in the study sample was average, which is an insufficient level to
guarantee sound professional practice, adherence to the laws and legislation
regulating work, and not falling into legal or professional transgressions, and
exposing the journalist to legal accountability as a result.
Keywords :Journalism Laws - Legal Awareness - Journalists
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