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Women journalists’ uses of digital technology and its impact
on their empowerment inside newsrooms : A field study

Abstract:

The purpose of this study is to monitor and analyze women journalists’ uses of
digital technology and its impact on their empowerment within newsrooms, and the
impact of digital capital for female journalists on achieving professional
empowerment through the production of journalistic stories and publishing,
administrative empowerment, through participation in decision-making within
newsrooms, and economic through providing job opportunities. With fair wages,
and empowerment to assume leadership positions. By using the media survey
approach and the systematic comparison method, and applied a gquestionnaire to
190 respondents from national, party and private newspapers.

Findings of this study showed that keeping up with digital and technological
developments is one of the most prominent challenges facing female journalists at
the present time, and that mastering digital skills has a positive impact on the
professional, leadership, and economic empowerment of female journalists.

In developing their digital skills, female journalists rely on self-qualification, then
training courses provided by the institution, and the third place is academic qualification.

On the other hand, female journalists face several challenges, including the absence
of training and qualification opportunities, the pressures of time and effort that
hinder the acquisition of new skills, and the difficulty of learning these skills.

Keywords:

Female journalists, women journalists, Digital technology, newsrooms, women in
decision making position.
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