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The Photographic Coverage of Incidents of War on Gaza in
the News Accounts of Instagram: A Comparative:

Semiotic Study Between CNN and Aljazeera

Abstract:

The study aimed to understand the photographic coverage of the events of the Gaza
war through news accounts on Instagram and analyze it using semiotic analysis to
examine both the apparent and underlying signs in the published news coverage. It
aimed to interpret the signs, symbols, and meanings conveyed in the coverage and
study the areas of agreement and difference between the studied news accounts.
The study covered the period from the beginning of the Gaza war on October 8,
2023, until March 1, 2024. This study falls within the framework of descriptive-
analytical studies, employing media survey methodology, qualitative approach, and
comparative analysis.

The study sample consisted of two news accounts on Instagram: CNN Arabic and
Al Jazeera. The researcher observed and analyzed the news posts displayed on

these two accounts as the study sample.

The study found that Al Jazeera's account outperformed CNN Arabic's account in
terms of the density of published content related to the Gaza war issue. Animated
images ranked first among the types of images used in the studied case, followed
by news posters and then still images. The results of the analytical study conducted
by the researcher confirmed that both accounts did not use personal photos. There
was a greater emphasis on live videos because they are considered the best means
to realistically and neutrally present the war to the public. Both Al Jazeera and
CNN Arabic primarily relied on publishing news originating from their sources and
exclusive reports from their correspondents, as the nature of the issue requires
credibility and transparency. The researcher recommends the importance of
conducting studies aimed at analyzing the content of mass movements worldwide
to shed light on the extent of global public opinion's interest in the Palestinian issue

Keywords:
Semiological analysis, press coverage, Instagram, War on Gaza October 8, 2024.
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