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Frames of Coverage on the Israeli War on Gaza by Arab and
Western News Agency Websites Following Operation Tufan
Al-Agsa 7 October 2023: An Analytical Study

Abstract:

The study aimed to analyze the news frames used by Arab and Western news
agency websites in their coverage of the 2023 Israeli war on Gaza and its
repercussions, focusing on the Associated Press, Reuters, Middle East News
Agency, and Palestinian News Agency from October 7, 2023, to March 27, 2024.

It employed the theory of media frame analysis. The researcher used the media
survey method, both descriptive and analytical, and utilized content analysis.

A form was designed to analyze the form and content, as well as the frames related
to the issue under study. The study found several key results, including the
difference in the nature and type of journalistic coverage by the news agencies in
the sample regarding the Israeli war on Gaza in 2023 and its repercussions.
Justificatory coverage of the war dominated the coverage by Reuters and the
Associated Press, while humanitarian coverage of the war's repercussions was
prevalent in the coverage by the Middle East News Agency and the Palestinian
News Agency. Arab news agencies (Middle East News Agency and Palestinian
News Agency) outperformed their Western counterparts (Associated Press and
Reuters) in using logical appeals in their coverage of the Israeli war on Gaza in
2023 and its repercussions. In contrast, Western news agencies (Associated Press
and Reuters) surpassed Arab agencies (Middle East News Agency and Palestinian
News Agency) in using non-logical appeals in their coverage of the Israeli war on Gaza.

The study recommended relying on live sources from the scene of events for Arab
news agencies, newspapers, and news channels, and exercising caution when
dealing with Western news agencies, especially concerning issues in the Arab
region, particularly the Palestinian cause, due to their clear bias towards the Israeli
narrative and lack of neutrality. It also suggested the formation of an Arab media
observatory under the Arab League to monitor everything published in Western
media and respond to it in various languages with evidence in a timely manner.

Keywords:
Frame Theory, News Agencies, War on Gaza.
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