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Exposure of Adolescents to Newspaper Coverage on
Facebook about coronavirus Vaccines and Its Relationship
to protective motivation

Abstract:

The study aims to understand the relationship between adolescents' exposure to
Facebook newspaper coverage of COVID-19 vaccines and their preventive
motivation. Methodology: The study employed the Protection Motivation Theory
(PMT) to analyze data from (337) adolescents (185 males and 152 females).
Results: Adolescents' exposure to Facebook newspaper coverage was associated
with increased perceptions of COVID-19 severity. Adolescents' perceptions of
their susceptibility to the virus were not high. The study showed that adolescents
have a high level of altruistic fear, which increased their perceived self-efficacy for
alternative behaviors such as adhering to precautionary measures, handwashing,
wearing masks, and social distancing. Adolescents had a moderate perception of
the effectiveness of COVID-19 vaccines. Adolescents expressed high perceptions
of the cost of receiving the vaccine, focusing on safety and potential side effects.

Keywords:

Protection Motivation, Facebook newspaper pages, COVID-19 vaccines,
adolescents.
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