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Journalists' Perceptions of Professional and Ethical
Standards Governing the Use of Artificial Intelligence (Al)
in News Content Production on News Websites and
Its Relationship to Their Creativity Levels

Abstract:
The study aimed primarily to gauge journalists' perceptions of the professional and
ethical standards governing the use of artificial intelligence (Al) in producing news
content on news websites, and its relationship to their levels of creativity.
Additionally, the study sought to determine the significance of employing Al, the
stages of Al adoption by news websites, and to uncover both the positive and
negative impacts of using Al in news content production, along with identifying
the associated professional and ethical challenges.
The study relied on the theory of the diffusion of innovations and the professional
practice approach to construct its variables and interpret its results. This descriptive
study employed a survey methodology and utilized questionnaires and electronic
interviews as data collection tools. The study was conducted on a random sample
of 150 journalists working in various media organizations and news websites, with
diverse job functions and levels.

The study reached several results, the most important of which are:

1- A significant proportion (53.3%) of the study sample had a "fairly adequate"
understanding of Al technologies, and (52% )affirmed the importance of using
Al in news websites.

2- The most important professional standards identified were the need to
familiarize media professionals with new concepts of misinformation and
distortion in journalistic work to address shortcomings in media design or
editing mechanisms, and the ethical values related to media codes of conduct.
These were identified as the primary ethical standards and guidelines that
should be followed when using Al in producing news content on news websites.

3- The stages of Al adoption by news websites were identified as experimentation,
evaluation, and adoption. The levels of creative performance of journalists in
producing Al-based news content were categorized into three dimensions:
conviction (the stage of incubation and formation of the creative idea),
knowledge (the stage of generating creative journalistic ideas), and decision-
making (the stage of decision-making and confirming the creative idea).

Keywords: Professional and Ethical standards, Artificial intelligence technologies,
News content production on news websites, Creativity levels.
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