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Students Attitudes toward Journalism as a Major and a Career
A Field Study on Media Department Students at Umm Al-Qura
University

Abstract:

The study aimed to know the extent of understanding and awareness of media
students at Umm Al-Qura University of the journalism major, revealing their
attitudes towards the journalism major and profession, and identifying the reasons
for refraining from the journalism major from the student's point of view. The
study employed the survey method by surveying the opinions of a quota (non-
random) sample of media students at Umm Al-Qura University, amounting to
(336) male and female students. Data was collected from students using an
electronic questionnaire, and the study reached a set of results, the most prominent
of which are:

The digital media major ranked first among the majors of the media department at
Umm Al-Qura University in terms of its preference among students, and its
suitability to the needs of the labor market. The results showed a high
understanding and awareness of the journalism major among media students,
especially understanding the role of journalism in society, and verifying sources
and information before publishing.

The attitudes of media students at Umm Al-Qura University towards the journalism
major and profession were positive. The most important reasons that make students
refrain from joining the journalism major were: a lack of awareness of the
importance and role of journalism in society, fear of job instability in the
journalism profession, and lack of job opportunities available in the field of
journalism and digital journalism in the Kingdom. The results revealed more
positive attitudes among male students than female students towards journalism
majors, and there were statistically significant differences in the attitudes of media
students at Umm Al-Qura University towards journalism majors and professions
according to the variable of the academic year.

Keywords:

Attitudes, Media students, Journalism major and profession, Umm Al-Qura
University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
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