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Bias mechanisms in the discourse of societal violence in Arab
websites. A comparative study

Abstract:

The study was interested in revealing the mechanisms of the bias media discourse
presented on issues of the of societal violence on Arab websites applying it to the
websites (Al Arabiya, Sky News Arabia, Cairo24), on several levels related to
gender bias, class bias, location bias, and cultural bias in presenting this discourse,
By comparing the quantity and quality of the violence map in two consecutive
years (June 2022 to May 2024), it also reveals other distinct biases in narrating the
details of violence and its motives, including linguistic biases, source biases,
frames of reference, characteristics of the active powers. Among its most
prominent results is that the websites were dominated by the perspective of crime
journalism in dealing with the discourse of violence issues, as media materials
about murder or sex topped the discourse of societal violence, while other issues of
no less importance were hidden alongside them, such as issues of societal violence
against certain groups by depriving them of education or work, etc., and that most
of what is published about violence in Arab society is mostly drawn from Egypt,
and societal violence issues were personified in the form of perpetrators and
victims, mostly, with a lack of interest in presenting a critical vision in presenting
violence issues.. Women were the present party in all types of conflict related to
societal violence, with emphasis on the stereotypical mental image of the oppressed
and subjugated woman who is exposed to societal violence at all levels, starting
from freedom of travel to murder. Theoretically, the hypothesis of cultural bias in
the occurrence of violence against women, as well as class bias, is negated, as
violence against women is present and inherent in the different types of societies in
developing and developed countries alike, and even in the different social classes.

Keywords:
Bias mechanisms, discourse analysis, societal violence, gender bias.
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