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The Agenda of Political, Economic, and Social Issues in the
Discourse of Female Opinion Writers in Egyptian
Newspapers: A Comparative Analytical Study

Abstract:

This study aims to analyze gender representation in Egyptian journalistic discourse
by examining the agenda of political, economic, and social issues in female-
authored opinion articles in three Egyptian newspapers (Al-Ahram, Al-Wafd, and
Al-Masry Al-Youm) during 2023. The research seeks to document and interpret the
nature of political, economic, and social issues in women's opinion articles, while
analyzing how ownership patterns and editorial policies influence female writers'
orientations. The study employed media survey methodology and qualitative
discourse analysis to examine 2,419 opinion articles.

The study’s findings revealed persistent gender bias in topic distribution, with
social issues dominating at 50.88%, followed by political issues at 36.4%, and
economic issues at 10.2%. Within political coverage, the Palestinian issue emerged
as the most prominent topic at 37.42%, while economic reform issues constituted
57.08% of economic coverage. Regarding social issues, cultural and intellectual
topics ranked highest at 39.64%. The analysis demonstrated significant variation
among newspapers, with social issues comprising 61.53% in Al-Masry Al-Youm
compared to 42.4% in Al-Wafd. The study also revealed limited coverage of
women's issues (9.82%), contradicting stereotypes about female writers' focus on
such topics.

Keywords:

Gender Representation, Media Agenda, Egyptian Press, Opinion Articles,
Discourse Analysis, Gendered Topic Segmentation.
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