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Professional Standards of Digital Storytelling on Foreign
News Websites Targeting Arabic Audiences

Abstract:

This study sought to monitor and analyze the professional standards of digital
storytelling on foreign news websites directed at Arabic-speaking audiences—
specifically Sky News Arabia, RT Arabic, and CNN Arabic—using content
analysis methodology. It evaluated the extent of their adherence to journalistic
ethics, focusing on the principles of information verification, transparency, and
comprehensiveness in coverage. Additionally, the study examined the diversity of
interactive formats offered by these websites, such as commenting, content
evaluation, social media sharing, and user-generated content, as vital pillars
supporting freedom of expression and audience engagement.

The study also assessed the extent to which these platforms apply varied
storytelling formats, all within the framework of Social Responsibility Theory.

Findings revealed that audio-visual formats dominated the majority of the sample
content, while traditional textual formats were employed in a complementary and
innovative manner, aligning with evolving audience behaviors and digital
communication styles.

Results also showed that only around 20% of analyzed materials adhered to ethical
storytelling standards, with verification being the most applied principle (16.4%).
Comprehensiveness and transparency were notably low, at 2.2% and 1.7%
respectively. RT Arabic stood out among the three platforms for offering the most
diverse interaction levels.

Keywords:
Professional Standards, Foreign News Websites, Journalistic Storytelling, Ethics.
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