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Employing Artificial Intelligence Technologies by Saudi
News Platforms for the Enhancement of Digital Content

Abstract:

The study aimed to explore the adoption of artificial intelligence among
Saudi news websites. It found that Al-Riyadh and Okaz exhibit notable
caution, as more than half of the content on Al-Riyadh still relies entirely on
traditional journalists. In contrast, Sabg adopts a more open approach by
integrating Al into editorial processes to enhance production speed and
analysis without replacing journalists. Meanwhile, Al-Watan primarily uses
these technologies for translation and proofreading, placing it in a middle
ground between caution and openness.

All websites rely on news agencies to ensure accuracy; however, Sabg and
Al-Riyadh are more open to digital content, while Okaz and Al-Watan lean
more toward traditional journalism. In terms of journalistic formats, Sabq
and Al-Watan excel in using visual content and infographics, whereas Al-
Riyadh and Okaz focus on analytical articles. Economic and technological
topics dominate the landscape, with Sabqg and Al-Watan highlighting digital
transformations, while Al-Riyadh and Okaz tend toward political and social
issues. This reflects differing editorial strategies between cautiousness and
openness to Al technologies.

The study recommends producing content that aligns with journalistic
standards of accuracy and objectivity while reducing the need for intensive
editorial reviews. It suggests that conservative newspapers such as Al-
Riyadh and Okaz consider integrating Al technologies in editing and
proofreading processes, while maintaining human oversight to ensure
accuracy and credibility. Newspapers already utilizing Al, such as Sabq and
Al-Watan, can expand its use in data analysis and the creation of interactive
reports to increase production speed. The study also encourages newspapers
to enhance their use of Al in fact-checking, especially when handling
content from social media platforms. Moreover, Okaz and Al-Watan are
advised to explore more digital sources, as Sabqg and Al-Riyadh currently do,
to ensure broader and faster news coverage.

Keywords:
Artificial Intelligence, Digital Journalism, Visual Content.
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