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Using Saudi electronic newspapers to address social and
cultural issues and understand audience trends

Abstract:

The study aimed to explain the way Saudi electronic newspapers deal with and
address some social and cultural issues and their relationship to the public's
attitudes towards them. It used the theory of cognitive preparation in the public's
mind by encoding the information they receive from the media, retaining it in
memory, and retrieving this information from memory to use it in shaping their
attitudes towards various issues. Among the most important results of the field
study, the phrase “inviting the public, especially the youth, and encouraging them
to participate in volunteer work that serves the nation” came at the forefront of the
suggestions of the study sample respondents, which confirms the increase in public
awareness of social and cultural issues, followed by the phrase “constantly raising
public awareness, especially the youth, of the dangers of deviation and clarifying
the forms of extremism with guidance through media campaigns.” In third place
came the phrase “Encouraging youth to open up safely to other cultures and the
necessity of avoiding blind imitation of them,” followed by the phrase “Working to
benefit from the capabilities of youth and directing them towards work that benefits
society and shedding light on honorable models in Saudi society” in fourth place,
followed by the phrase “Developing critical thinking among youth to enable them
to evaluate the content presented to them.” The researcher also recommended that
the media of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia should be developed to address more
issues related to the lives of citizens. Because it is one of the sources relied upon by
the public to obtain information. The media's role must extend beyond simply
providing information on social and cultural issues via newspaper websites to a
role of persuasion regarding the importance of addressing social and economic
problems and benefiting from the state's efforts in this area and what they will
achieve for the nation in the future.

Keywords:
Saudi electronic newspapers, social and cultural issues.
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