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The role of developments in digital production technologies
on news content production methods in Iraq and Egyptian
newspaper websites: An analytical study

Abstract:

This study aims to examine the impact of technological advancements in digital production
tools on the methods of news content production, editing, and distribution in journalistic
websites in Iraq and Egypt. The research is grounded in theoretical frameworks addressing
digital transformation within media environments, with a particular emphasis on the
implications of Fourth and Fifth Industrial Revolution technologies for journalistic practice.
Central to the study is the application of Media Richness Theory, which elucidates how
media institutions adapt to emerging technologies in pursuit of enhanced competitiveness
and communicative efficacy. A comparative analytical methodology was adopted, involving
the systematic collection, analysis, and juxtaposition of empirical data drawn from selected
news websites in both countries. The study employed content analysis alongside case study
methods to assess a representative sample of digital news platforms reflecting diverse
editorial orientations.

Key findings indicate that Iragi journalism underwent a significant transformation post-
2003, marked by increased political and media pluralism that reshaped institutional
structures and management strategies. This period also witnessed a notable rise in the
adoption of digital technologies, with 90.4% of journalists in Iraq reportedly utilizing the
internet in their journalistic activities. In parallel, Egyptian journalism experienced a
qualitative shift following the political uprisings of January 25 and June 30, which catalyzed
the integration of digital tools in news production workflows. The study further reveals that
while both Iragi and Egyptian media outlets have begun implementing technologies such as
artificial intelligence, live broadcasting, robot journalism, augmented reality, and metaverse
applications, the extent and sophistication of adoption vary considerably. This discrepancy is
attributed to divergent infrastructural capacities, levels of institutional support, and
regulatory environments in the two countries. These findings underscore the importance of
fostering technological integration within media institutions as a strategic imperative for
enhancing the quality, reach, and relevance of digital journalism in the Arab region.

Keywords:

The impact of journalistic accreditation, The impact of content creation methods, Publishing
using information and communication technologies, Journalistic writing, Digital production
data analysis tools.
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